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Collect for the Church: Gracious God, we pray for thy holy Catholic Church. Fill it with all truth, in all 

truth with all peace. Where it is corrupt, purify it; where it is in error, direct it; where in any thing it is 

amiss, reform it. Where it is right, strengthen it; where it is in want, provide for it; where it is divided, 

reunite it; for the sake of Jesus Christ thy Son our Savior. Amen. BCP, 816  
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Your elected servants for 2021 
 

 
 

We thank the retiring members of the vestry for their faithful service: 
John Smith (2020), Jennifer James (2019), Teresa Reeves (2019), Lisa Schenker (2019) 

 

 

We thank the Executive Committee for 2021: 
Bob Worley, Sr. Warden (2020) 

Susan Hart,  Jr. Warden (2020) 

Ron Webb, Treasurer (non-vestry) 

 

 

We thank the continuing members of the vestry: 
Tom Frankman (2020), Susan Hart (2020), Gretchen Rohrs (2020), Bob Worley (2020),  

Tony Simones (2021), Megan Hoyt (2021), David Rees (2021), Sarah David-Stober (2021) 

 

 

We thank the Clerk of the Vestry, retiring this year: 
John Smith (2020) 
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Calvary Episcopal Church 

2021 Annual Elections and Meeting Agenda 

January 31, 2021 

 
 
 

 

           1.      Opening Prayer (with remembrance of the departed) 

  

         2.      Suggestion of a Quorum 

  

         3.      Reading of the minutes of the 2021 Annual Elections and Meeting 

  

         4.      Election of a Secretary 

  

         5.      Nomination of Candidates for Vestry and Delegates to Convention 

  

         6.      Appointment of Tellers of Election 

  

         7.      Election of Vestry Members 

  

         8.      Senior Warden’s Report 

  

         9.      Treasurer’s Report – Ron Webb 

                  2021 Financial results and the 2022 Budget  

  

         10.     Building and Grounds Report  

  

         11.     Other Corporate Business 

  

         12.     Benediction and Doxology 
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~ Remembering those who died in 2021 ~ 
 

Gloria Diane Markel   William Walker Kennard 

Kay Lynn Powell Glass    Robert Keith Bush 

Ann Thayer     Sharon Ann Sessions 

Janeva “Jan” Elsie Abadir  Ruth Rose Welliver 

Anita Woehlk    Edwin Sydney Stephens III 

Lillian (Joy) Spencer Johnson  Ruth Ann Brandon 

James Lee Lowary    Charles James Stuth 

Carol May Meyer    John Wilson Phillips 

John F. McGowan    Shirley Joy Thompson 

 
 

Father of all, we pray to you for all those whom we love but see no longer. Grant to them eternal rest. 

Let light perpetual shine upon them. May their souls and the souls of all the departed, through the 

mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen.         BCP, 498 
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MINUTES from the Annual Elections and Meeting  

January 31, 2021 
 

1. The meeting was called to order at 1:03 p.m. by The Rev. Dr. Valori Mulvey Sherer, 

Interim Rector.  Attendees met via a video conference on Zoom. 

2. The Invocation was given by Susan Hart.  Deacon Janet Schisser presented the parish 

Necrology for 2020: 

Helen Branyan, Alice Dellande, Gordon D’Arcy Christensen, Vivian Mary 

Dobey, J. Robert Humphreys, Joan Lee Watson, Christine E. Marshall, Robert 

McKenzie, Henry J. (Hank) Waters III, Ronald John Dobey, Youssef Mohamed 

Mebed, Robert N. Brock, Phyllis A. Rice, Sharon Ann Jungquist Devine, Sally 

Starr Nichols Fulweiler, Janis Baliman Godfrey. 

3. Opening hymn:  Confitemini Domino, Taizé 

4. Election of a Secretary and Declaration of a Quorum 

A motion to nominate Tom Frankman as Secretary of the meeting was made by Rev. 

Sherer and accepted by acclamation. 

A counting of electors before the meeting established that a quorum (50+ electors) 

existed.   

5. Acceptance of minutes from the 2020 Annual Meeting 

A motion to accept the minutes of the 2020 Annual Meeting was accepted by 

acclamation.   

6. Vestry and clergy remarks: 

 ● The Rev. Dr. Valori Mulvey Sherer, Interim Rector  

Rev. Sherer noted that her pastoral letter to the congregation, included in the meeting 

materials, was journaled through the year, divided into quarters.  She also presented a 

prayer shawl she made during the last year, a gift for outgoing Senior Warden Lisa 

Schenker.  Sherer noted the support she received from Schenker during the past year in 

getting acclimated both to Calvary and to Columbia.    Sherer pointed out the 

consistently joyful demeanor of outgoing Junior Warden Jennifer James, who she was 

presenting with a copy of “The Book of Joy,” by the 14th Dalai Lama, Desmond Tutu, 

and Douglas Abrams.   

Sherer inaugurated the Gumby and Pokey awards for parishioners who were 

particularly flexible in a year replete with adjustments.  The Gumby award went to 

Deacon Janet Schisser, for, among other things, her expanding adoption of technology 

through the year.  LeeAnn Ball, who worked to present the Bazaar in a completely 

different format – online – was bestowed the Pokey award. 

 ● Lisa Schenker, Senior Warden 

Schenker shared her message from the Annual Report, which noted many individuals 

who adapted and contributed to the church during the unique year just past. 

  ● Jennifer James, Junior Warden 

James discussed her work with City Garden School and as a contact with maintenance-

related church issues. 

 ● The Rev. Janet Schisser, Deacon 

Deacon Schisser noted how God calls right people to the right place, citing Rev. Sherer 

and members of the Vestry. 

 ● Ministry reports.   
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Bob Worley commented on the Stewardship campaign and how it adapted to not being 

able to have person-to-person contact with parish members.  The campaign theme is 

Serving Community with Gratitude and Generosity.  Worley said that Stewardship 

Committee members explored how stewardship is a full-time ministry.  Pledges for 

2021 are still welcome.  The pledged amount ($354,000) was “not where we hoped to 

be, but we’re thankful that’s where we are,” Worley said. 

Rebecca McCorkle spoke about the Rite Place service.  The location of that service 

changed through the year to accommodate site availability, how many members 

attended, and the weather.  McCorkle invited parishioners to try the 9:15 service if they 

had not. 

7. Nomination of Candidates for Vestry and Delegates to Convention 

The candidates for 2021-24 Vestry terms (Tony Simones, Meghan Hoyt, David Rees, 

Sarah Davis-Stober) and for the completion of an unfulfilled term (John Smith) were 

presented. 

The candidates for one-year terms as Diocesan Convention delegates (Anne Binggeli, 

Kristina Detmer) and alternate delegates (Tim James, Mike Reeves) were presented. 

David Schenker moved, and Lynne Frey seconded to accept all presented candidates for 

Vestry, Diocesan convention, and alternate convention delegates.  The motion was 

accepted by acclamation. 

8. Rector Search update, Tom Frankman 

Following technical difficulties, Sherer updated parishioners on the work of the 

Discernment Committee to date. 

9. Commissioning of Discernment Team  

Sherer, Dennis Gagnon and Lisa Schenker led the re-commissioning of the Discernment 

Team. 

10. Presentation of the 2021 Budget: Ron Webb, Treasurer 

Webb reported that the Finance Committee met more often in 2020 than in recent years 

because of the exceptional circumstances generated by working with COVID-19 and its 

effects on the church, the diocese and the community at large.   Calvary has 

approximately 6 ½ months of cash available for daily operations.  Plate offerings had 

decreased since face-to-face church meetings were suspended in March.  The parish 

was able to convert a PPP (federal Paycheck Protection Program) loan it obtained 

during 2020 to a grant, which will make that money income.  A new copier lease 

accounted for an increase in administrative expenses.  The church is budgeted to break 

even financially in 2021.  Rev. Sherer noted that the report was accepted by the Vestry 

at its January 16, 2021 meeting.   

11. Collect for church recommended by VMS for Calvary’s search.   

Rev. Sherer read a Collect for the Church from the Book of Common Prayer. 

12. Closing hymn: #551 "Rise up, ye saints of God" 

13. Dismissal, Deacon Janet Schisser 

14. Financial Report – Excluded in this version of the Annual Report 

15. Reports (by Commission) 

Schenker referred members present to the reports provided in the packet, including that of Rev. 

H. Knute Jacobson.  Members were encouraged to speak with either Connie Carpenter (parish 

administrator) or her concerning any questions about specific ministries. 

16. Adjournment 
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2021 Rector’s Report - The Rev. Ann Dieterle 

 

My report is: I’m here!  I arrived the second week of November,  

Diocesan Convention was the next weekend, and, well then came 

Thanksgiving, Advent, Christmas, and now we’re almost into the second 

month of 2022. It’s been an eventful not-quite-three-months, and here 

we are in the midst of another COVID-surge.  Hang in there, y’all.  We 

are at the tail end of the omicron spike and hopefully on the tail end of 

this pandemic overall. 

 
During the discernment process that led me here, I was told that Calvary had an excellent staff and lay 

leadership, and I’m grateful for the ways I’ve already seen that in action.  We have an outstanding 

Vestry and great leadership for the Bazaar, Loaves and Fishes, Formation for all ages, and our Altar 

Guild and worship leaders.  I’m sure I’m missing a few but I know that you will read all about it in our 

Annual Report. 

We have a fantastic staff who have adapted and readapted to changing circumstances because of the 

pandemic and the new routines and technologies that have come with it.  Many thanks to Barb Berwin, 

Connie Carpenter, Ed Hanson, and Craig Pepmiller. While it has been an eventful year for me to move 

cross country and into a new community and position, that’s also a big transition for the staff.  They 

have to navigate new relationships and dynamics, and new priestly idiosyncrasies, all the while 

juggling things in an ever-changing church and cultural landscape.  They are resilient and flexible, and 

I hope that you’ll join me in thanking them. 

 

I would be remiss if I didn’t mention the deacons among us.  Although Dn. Janet Schisher retired 

before I began my ministry here, Dn. Beth Simpson serves with great enthusiasm, including from 

Mississippi and sometimes Costa Rica!  A deacon’s role is in part to bring the church to the world and 

make the needs of the world known to the church.  Dn. Beth is particularly gifted at that as a pastoral 

caregiver.  She continues to coordinate Feeding Our Flock and the Lay Eucharistic Ministers from her 

warmer digs a few hours south, as well as sharing leadership of morning prayer on Zoom along with 

Roger Pilkenton. 

 

We have multiple groups who gather for fellowship, study, and prayer throughout the week.  I began 

leading the Bible Study this month, and as leading and facilitating groups is one of the great joys of 

ministry for me, I’m looking forward to other opportunities to do that.  For Lent, I’m inviting you to an 

all-parish book read using Brené Brown’s newest book Atlas of the Heart: Mapping Meaningful 

Connection and the Language of Human Experience.    
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This will be available in multiple formats.  In addition to in-person and virtual meetings for adults and 

youth, (fingers crossed on the in-person) I plan to make pre-recorded “on demand” study materials 

available for those whose schedules would normally make participation difficult.  I’m working with 

Skylark Bookshop to have copies available for purchase here and you can always get a Kindle version 

or shop wherever you normally get your books.  I chose this book for several reasons: first, I am a big 

fan of Brené Brown and am considering doing an all Brené Brown book club. (We’d call it the BBBC, 

naturally) Some of you might be thinking, why not do an explicitly Christian study for a Lenten, all 

parish activity?  Brown’s work is all about vulnerability, courage, connection, and the link between 

those three things.  There’s plenty of brokenness and anger to go around in our country right now.  

Brown contends that a crucial element and first step to finding our way back to each other is being able 

to identify and articulate our emotions.  While she may not be writing for an exclusively Christian 

audience, Brown has a strong sense of spirituality that pervades her writing and is herself an 

Episcopalian.  The more I walk with Jesus, the more I understand him as someone who has come to 

show us how to be fully human.  You can find examples of him demonstrating both courage & 

vulnerability in the Gospels, and the ways that facilitate connection with others.  In John 17, Jesus 

prayed that we all may be one.  That doesn’t mean that we all have to agree about everything, but we 

have to be able to continue to relate to one another even when we disagree, without having to bring one 

another into submission and the “right way” of thinking.  The purpose of this book is to help us hone 

the skills needed to stay grounded with God and in ourselves, and stay connected to one another even 

in anxious times. 

 

I’m still getting to know you all and hope to continue being able to share cups of coffee and meals with 

you as we head into February and the rest of 2022.  I’m also in the early stages of getting to know the 

neighborhood and neighbors around us, including other Episcopalians in the Diocese & my clergy 

colleagues in Columbia.  Connection is my number one priority, and in addition to that, three areas of 

focus for me in 2022 are: ministries to children and youth; campus ministry; and, newcomer ministry.   

  

We have a small but dedicated tech team who will be looking to expand their numbers once the 

pandemic-inspired technology upgrade is completed.  In addition to being a lifeline in these times, I’m 

excited about the potential it opens up for us post-COVID.  If you watched the 11:15 am livestream on 

Sunday, Jan. 23, you saw that I was at Calvary while Ed Hanson led music live from his home.  

Organist Barb Berwin and the choir appeared via pre-recorded pieces, and Tom Frankman and Kris 

Detmer served as Lectors live from their home.  All I did was ask Jonathan Sessions, ‘can we?’  And 

within a short period of time we had the capacity to make it happen.  If you’re a participant (and you 

have a new enough computer), it is as simple as clicking on a link.  In addition to the worship 

livestream, this gives us the capacity for a number of other non-worship experiences using both live 

and hybrid formats- superior even to Zoom.  I’m excited to work together to see what creative and fun 

ideas we can come up with to take advantage of this capability.   
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I want to close with gratitude for the past few months, the gracious hospitality of this wonderful 

Calvary Parish family, hope for the future and joy in God’s love for each one of us. 

 

In Christ,  

Rev. Ann 
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Pictures from the 2021 Bazaar:   
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Senior Warden’s Report – Bob Worley 

 
What a year 2021 was for our beloved Calvary Parish! 

 

On Pentecost Sunday, we resumed live, in-person worship at our 11:15 Sunday 

Worship service. In July our 8:00 Sunday Worship began gathering in-person, and 

we began singing again (while still fully masked) in October. We also continued to 

live-stream our worship services and post the videos to our YouTube channel for 

parishioners who aren’t comfortable attending in-person (or who have just gotten 

used to “pajama church” at home). The Rite Place service continues to meet via 

Zoom at the request of the folks who frequent that worship service. 

 

In June we bid farewell to Deacon Janet Schisser with a picnic gathering and sent her off with much 

love. August marked the end of the Rev. Dr. Valori Mulvey Scherer’s Interim Ministry among us. You 

may recall that Mother Valori joined us just in time for Covid when her technical expertise helped us 

navigate the pandemic as a parish. In September we called The Rev. Ann Dieterle to be Calvary’s new 

Rector. Mother Ann joined us in-person in November and is off to a great start! We are looking 

forward to an exciting 2022. 

 

I can’t end this report without offering a special thank you to Connie, Craig, Ed, and especially Deacon 

Beth Simpson and Mother Susan Kennard who helped us navigate the time between Mother Valori 

leaving in August and Mother Ann arriving in November. Thanks to their efforts we didn’t miss a beat 

while we were without full-time clergy. When you see any of these folks, please thank them for 

everything they do for Calvary. 

 
 

Junior Warden’s Report – Susan Hart 

 

 

Susan Hart’s report will be submitted at a future date due to 

illness. Our prayers are with you, Susan!  

 

 

 

Deacon’s Report - The Rev. Beth Simpson 

 
To say that I am grateful for the opportunity to serve as deacon at Calvary would be an understatement. 

Last spring, I acknowledged that retirement, for me, had been highly overrated. I approached Bishop 

Deon with a plan that would allow me to serve here eight months of the year and spend the remaining 

four months at our home on the Mississippi Coast. I was delighted that he liked my plan, and 

especially delighted that Rev. Valori was amenable to the idea. Once again, I followed in the footsteps 

of Deacon Janet, who had served at St. Matthew’s in Mexico and was my mentor for my year of field 

work there. She then came to Calvary, and I remained at St. Matthew’s for four years. She has been a 

fine role model and mentor. I had hoped that we might serve together at Calvary, but our time here 
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overlapped by only a month. I am glad that Janet will be among us as a 

retired deacon with a passion for service, peace, and justice. 

 

Most of my work since the first of July has been devoted to facilitating the 

Eucharistic Visitors, serving with ongoing ministries like Saturday Café and 

Loaves and Fishes, and implementing Feeding Our Flock,  a new ministry 

that seeks to provide meals to parishioners who need a break from cooking. I 

have served at the 8:00 and 11:15 services each week, navigating the 

technical challenges of two microphones as well as I could! I led the 

Wednesday Evening Prayer and Healing service with Communion from 

Reserved Sacrament from mid-August until Rev. Ann arrived in mid-November. We found that the 

chapel was a lovely setting for that intimate service. I continued to assist Rev. Ann with that service. 

Unrelated to my diaconal responsibilities, I enjoyed ringing with the handbell choir—a passion since I 

was in my early thirties. It is a joy to ring with Ed and several bell buddies I have known since 1995! 

 

In a period of about five weeks, I officiated at six funerals. After the church reopened, families were 

anxious to have closure after the deaths of loved ones, so some of those were funerals for those who 

had died months before. It was a privilege to have served as officiant and to work with the families to 

plan services that were comforting and meaningful. I could not have done so without the help of 

Connie Carpenter, who is both a kind listener to families in distress and a genius at preparing bulletins.  

Perhaps the most meaningful addition to my life, as a deacon and a Christian, has been  reading the 

Daily Office of Morning Prayer four mornings a week via Zoom. We began the practice almost two 

years ago, at the beginning of the pandemic, and we continue, with three to seven people each 

morning. This practice has reaffirmed my conviction that praying shapes believing. We share the 

responsibilities of reading—we read the Psalms in a round, share the assigned readings, and then we 

bring our concerns for parishioners and loved ones. On the days we do not “gather,” I miss it. I hope 

those of you who have needed prayers have felt our love lifting you up.  

 

I believe it is fair to say that most of the energy of the staff this year has been devoted to navigating the 

pandemic. Whether planning worship or figuring out how to continue ongoing ministries, the safety of 

everyone has been at the forefront of decision-making. We have had guidance from the Diocese, and 

our vestry has been thoughtful and careful as we relaxed restrictions and then began tightening them 

again. Through it all, our priests, Rev. Valori, Rev. Susan and Rev. Ann provided steady guidance and 

inspiring preaching. Ed Hanson has approached music with joy, reverence, and calm creativity during 

these times.  

I am comforted by the words of Julian of Norwich, a mystic who lived through the Black Plague in the 

Middle Ages. She wrote, “All shall be well, and all shall be well, and all manner of things shall be 

well.” She was an optimist, and so am I! 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

Beth 

The Rev. Deacon Beth Simpson 

 

 

 

 

 

 



14 

 

Deacon’s Report - The Rev. Janet Schisser 

 
On June 24, 2021 I celebrated the 15th anniversary of my ordination as a 

Deacon.  I served one-third of that ordained ministry at Calvary.  After much 

prayer, thought and discussion with our Bishop I made the difficult decision to 

retire shortly after that anniversary.   

 

As I ponder these 5+ years, I feel blessed to have had the opportunity to serve 

with a congregation as mission-minded and active as Calvary’s.  I applaud you 

as most of the ministry leaders were able to implement safety protocols that 

enabled outreach to continue in some way.  The families who lost a loved one 

were patient and accepting of the limitations we had to put on the memorial 

services and celebrations of their lives.  Incorporating technology into our worship and study was a 

challenge, but the tech team brought us a long way into the 21st Century – our traditions had kept us 

way behind technologically-speaking and some of us (me included) were more challenged than others.  

Many thanks to Susan Hart, Jonathan Sessions and the rest of the tech team for helping me and others 

adapt to it all. 

 

I am grateful that the Bishop approved my request to worship at Calvary as a parishioner who just 

happens to be a retired Deacon.  It’s been a pleasure to welcome Deacon Beth back into active diaconal 

ministry – she’s doing a great job.   

 

I love you all, am so grateful to have worked with you, and I thank you for the support and 

encouragement you have always given me.  May God richly bless you as individuals and as God’s 

hands and feet in this place. 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

Janet Schisser, Retired Deacon 

 
 

 

CALVARY EPISCOPAL CHURCH MINISTRIES REPORTS 

 

Christian Formation and Education 

 
 

Youth Christian Formation Pre-K – Grade 4/5: Submitted by Jennifer James  

 

A task force was created during 2021 to look at Christian Formation as a whole 

to gather ideas for how we can best meet the needs and wishes of parishioners 

during the COVID challenges and into the future. Links to surveys were placed 

on the Calvary website, publicized in announcements and Constant Contact and 

later emailed specifically to families with youth who had previously attended 

Sunday School to encourage input from all. Some were also contacted by phone 

to gain greater understanding of input that was provided. The input we gathered 

for youth indicated that most families preferred a mix of age appropriate 

materials provided to families by the church and occasional in-person youth or multi-generational 

gatherings as opposed to traditional weekly Sunday School sessions between Sunday morning services.  

https://www.calvaryonninth.org/education.html
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With this in mind, packets were provided for families to be picked up at the church, dropped off at 

their homes or mailed for the major church seasons of Palm Sunday/ Easter and Advent / Christmas. 

Teresa Reeves provided some pre-recorded readings for Epiphany and St Patrick’s Day.   We took a 

break over the summer as we usually do and in September to celebrate the creation and encourage 

interest in the outdoors we offered a walk in the woods to learn more about trees. We offered pumpkin 

painting in the Parish Hall in October and Thanksgiving crafts in the Parish Hall in November.  The 

plan is to continue this approach to youth Christian formation into 2022. We pray that COVID will 

allow us the opportunity for more in-person gatherings. We encourage and welcome additional input 

from families and thank those who were able to participate in 2021!   

 

 

Episcopal Youth Fellowship (EYF): respectfully submitted by Darlene Hillier-Kaczkofsky 

 

Although the pandemic proved to be somewhat challenging over the course of 

2021 the EYF group had an incredible year despite the challenges of the 

pandemic. 

 

Over the course of the EYF year of 20-21 many Sunday morning discussions 

took place to discover the hopes and dreams for the current E.Y.F program 

and the program moving forward. Through these discussions the Youth at 

Calvary discovered they are good stewards of the Environment, have a strong 

desire to live out their faith through community service, and seek to be a place 

of radical hospitality. 

 

In addition to the discussions the Youth participated in the Right Place service 

on a regular basis with their families. Over the course of the winter the group learned to crochet 

multipurpose reusable bags out of plastic grocery bags The Youth were able to gather in person a few 

times throughout the year and enjoyed great fellowship along the way. A community spring cleanup 

day was held at Rock Quarry Park. The spring gathering was followed by a great summer year end 

wrap party held on Hulen Lake. In the fall the Youth participated in the parish pumpkin painting event 

and prepared a simple pasta meal for the Feeding Our Flock program.   

 

The EYF group closed out the year with an incredible turn out for the virtual bazaar as faith was put 

into action as the Youth provided runner services to generous shoppers (see more pictures in Rev. 

Ann’s Report). 

 

The EYF program remains a vital and vibrant part of life at Calvary. As new formation opportunities at 

Calvary are presented the Youth look forward to participating in intergenerational parish activities as 

well as building upon the success of the 20-21 EYF program.   

 

Adult Formation:   

 

 

Tuesday Morning Bible Study: Respectfully submitted, Annette Webb  

 

Tuesday Morning Bible Study started 2021 as it left off in 2020 – on ZOOM!  Mid-year the group 

developed a hybrid form of meeting – online and those in person that were fully vaccinated and 

boosted.  Lay leaders were selected on a weekly basis and used the lectionary as a study guide.  

 

https://www.calvaryonninth.org/education.html
https://www.calvaryonninth.org/education.html
https://www.calvaryonninth.org/education.html
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The group branched out and viewed a video entitled “Divine Encounters” 

compiled by Vicar Reverend Canon Andrew Bunch (St. Giles, London). The video 

featured drawings and reflections from the artists and comments by Reverend 

Bunch.  They also viewed Bishop Deon’s address/sermon to the 2021 Convention 

as well as the keynote address given by the Atlanta Bishop Robert Wright.  

 

With great anticipation the group ended their year looking forward to Reverend 

Ann Dieterle joining and leading in January 2022. 

 

If you are interested in joining the group, please contact Annette Webb.  The Study 

meets every Tuesday morning at 8:30 am in Room 101. 

 

 

Seekers:  Submitted by Ron Webb 

 

Seekers is a book club reading and discussing a wide range of books about God, religion, and life.  The 

group met every other Wednesday at 8:30 am throughout the year.  However, due to Covid-19 the 

meetings have been by Zoom as well as in person. A sample of books read and discussed include “The 

Beatitudes of Peace” by John Dear; “The Choice” by Edith Eger; “Freeing Jesus” by Diana Butler 

Bass; “God and the Pandemic” by N.T. Wright and “A God That Could Be Real” by Nancy Ellen 

Abrams.  

 

 

MISSION: JOY: Respectfully submitted by Annette Webb 

 

 Calvary, through the Diocese of Missouri, was given the opportunity for 

a free screening of the documentary Mission: Joy – Finding Happiness 

in Troubled Times.  The film is based on The Book of Joy: Lasting 

Happiness which is the recorded conversations between Archbishop 

Desmond Tutu and His Holiness the Dalai Lama.  Three in person 

screenings were held.  Approximately 45 viewed the documentary with 

discussions following the screenings. Online invitations for home viewing 

were provided with the first screening.  It was a deeply moving and laugh-out-loud funny film.  On 

display was the love and mutual respect these two individuals had for one another.  All are encouraged 

to read the book.   

 
 

Auschwitz Trip and Discussion: Submitted by Ron Webb. 

 

On October 15, 2021 a group traveled by bus to view an Exhibit on 

Auschwitz at Union Station in Kansas City. It was very moving as well as 

disturbing. Upon returning from the trip, the group decided to have a 

discussion of Auschwitz and the Christian response.  The group met for 

several weeks for discussion led by Janet Schisser and Susan Kennard.  Thank 

you to all that participated.  

 

 

 

https://www.calvaryonninth.org/outreach.html
https://www.calvaryonninth.org/outreach.html
https://www.calvaryonninth.org/outreach.html
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Mission & Outreach 

 
 

Advent Bazaar: Submitted by LeeAnn Ball 

 

Once more we were challenged with the necessity of going on-line with our Advent Bazaar this year. 

Even though it was virtual, there were still more than 50 volunteers who worked 

to make the event successful. Beginning with the talented people who created 

the lovely hand-made items and our bakers and candy makers who spent hours 

in the kitchen, your time and efforts are very appreciated. We also had many 

people who helped to get the merchandise ready for presentation on the web 

site, to include sorting, pricing, tagging and writing descriptions for hundreds of 

articles of merchandise and those who put their photographic skills to work 

getting images of all merchandise. We thank the technically skilled folks who 

got it all to work. And a special nod to our customers! The delightful surprise 

we were treated to near the end of the weeks-long project was when our youth 

group rallied to our call for "runners" to courier all the purchases out to customer's cars. Myriad youth 

members put their special stamp on that part of the project, just when the committee's energies were 

flagging. Great job, kids!!  (see more pictures of the Bazaar in Rev. Ann’s report).  

Next year we will see you back in the church for our traditional celebration -- Pray for it! 

 

 

Loaves and Fishes:  Submitted by Mike Reeves and Louanna Furbee, co-coordinators. 

 

We never expected a pandemic to strike in March 2020, upending regular life and activities, much less 

that it would extend into 2022.  Calvary fed the homeless and hungry of 

the Columbia community every 1st Sunday of the month without 

interruption, but with some operational changes. For example, the new 

rules of the site of our meals, Wilkes Blvd. United Methodist Church - 

require outdoor service in the parking lot unless the outdoor temperature 

has fallen below 45 degrees F by 5 p.m., so we served nearly all meals in 

2021 to guests in the Wilkes parking lot.  During the summer we offered 

selections of hearty sandwiches (some vegetarian), fruit, fresh vegetables 

with packets of dip, wrapped cookies or other homemade desserts, and 

bottled water, coffee, and lemonade. Everyone at meal lines is masked, 

and all keep a social distance.  Preparers and servers also wear foodservice-style gloves. Attendance 

ranged from 50-100 persons per meal.  Leftovers went to St. Francis House or (in winter) to Room at 

the Inn.  On January 2, we returned to sit-down, indoor hot-meals in the Wilkes dining hall.  In recent 

months we modified meals to present a hot entree such as baked ham, warm vegetables, and tossed 

salad in a 3-compartment "clamshell" and allowing for fruits and wrapped desserts. We intend to 

innovate a bit more with our from-scratch cooking.  We also hope to return to sitting down and sharing 

the meal with our guests.   

 

We welcome volunteers!  Even if you don't enjoy cooking, there are many ways to help.  The fun starts 

at 4 p.m. each 1st Sunday of the month; ends about 7 p.m.  Check the monthly Google Docs sign-up 

sheet that is published in the mid-month Constant-Contact newsletter.  Or, call Mike Reeves (636-675-

7641) or Louanna Furbee (573-507-2725), co-coordinators.   

 

 

https://www.calvaryonninth.org/outreach.html
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Saturday Breakfast Café:  submitted by Jerry Lucchesi and Gretchen Rohrs 

 

Thank you so much to everyone who gave their time, talent, and treasure to 

support the 2021 Saturday Café! I appreciate everyone’s flexibility and 

patience in working with a “to-go” format again this year, and hopefully 

next year we will be able to safely gather in the parish hall for our 

traditional Café. Even with protective guidelines in place, we were still able 

to open the doors of God’s house to our neighbors by providing a home 

cooked breakfast every Saturday in July, August, and September. 

 

Dedicated volunteers supported the Café in many ways, such as getting the 

breakfast assembly area set up each week, making food and delivering it to 

the church, cooking biscuits, gravy, and scrambled eggs in the church 

kitchen, and assembling to-go bags for our guests. In all, we provided 

breakfast to 379 members of our community. What an honor it is to do God’s work with all of you, and 

what a blessing it is to love and serve our neighbors through this ministry! 

 

2021 Saturday Café Volunteers: Ann Binggeli, Ron and Annette Webb, Megan Hoyt, Darlene Hillier, 

John Smith, Kristen Hayes, Linda Shillito, Molly Devlin, Sara Echternach (Jaramie and Jaylie), Mike 

Reeves, Tim James, Trudie Fasel, Susan Hart (Ben and Lucas), Beth Simpson, Jerry Lucchesi, Karen 

Battjes, Mark and Bettina Coggeshall, Blair Pickard, and Erika Waller. 

 

 

The Wardrobe:  submitted by Charlene Boyes 

 

The Wardrobe is a local non-profit thrift store located on Park Avenue 

offering gently used, low- priced clothing, shoes, and household items.  

Organized by churches of Columbia, the organization has been run by 

volunteers for the last 50 years.  Calvary’s volunteers serve at the Wardrobe 

on the first Wednesday of the month.  The Wardrobe’s proceeds allow it to 

provide free clothing and bedding to in-need families and shoe vouchers for 

in-need school children in the Columbia area.   

 

Calvary’s volunteers are responsible for staffing and operating the store.  

Their responsibilities include sales of donated merchandise, sorting and display of merchandise, and 

depositing funds at the end of the day.  During Covid Calvary members also implemented and 

managed covid safety protocols. 

 

Calvary’s 2021’s volunteers, many of whom who worked throughout the pandemic, included: Karen 

Battjes, Ellis Froeschle, Mary Nesladek, Carolyn Oates, Debbie Pearsall, Bobette Rose, Linda Shillito, 

and Charlene Boyes.  We welcome anyone who is interested in this ministry to join this volunteer 

group.  

 

 

Scout Troop 707: Submitted by Mike Currier 

 

105 years and growing strong! 

https://www.calvaryonninth.org/outreach.html
https://www.calvaryonninth.org/outreach.html


19 

 

We are a high adventure Boy Scout Troop! Scouts learn about self-reliance, 

reaching out, perseverance, creative solutions, the great outdoors, friendship 

(with self and others), community AND how to have fun watching water boil, 

under a starry sky (without cell phones)! 

 

This past year, we welcomed one scout into the Eagle ranks (the highest scout 

honor), have several more currently working on Eagle Projects, traveled to the 

Boundary Waters on a Super-trip, planned by scouts. While the Shrove 

Tuesday Pancake Supper fundraiser has been shut down, our firewood sales have been strong AND we 

initiated a subscription American flag placement service for major holidays.  We are a Gold Rated 

Troop.  For more information contact: Hal Johnson, Scoutmaster or Mike Currier, Chartered 

Organization Representative.  

 

 

 

Pastoral Care 

 
Eucharistic Visitor Ministry:  Submitted by The Rev. Beth Simpson, Deacon 

 

Calvary has four licensed Eucharistic Visitors, lay persons who are assigned by clergy to take 

communion from reserved sacrament to those who are not able to attend church. Roger Pilkenton, 

Jerry Lucchesi, Trudie Fasel, and Karen Battjes visit fourteen parishioners each month, except when 

Covid cases are creating a public health concern.  

 

 

Feeding Our Flock:  Submitted by The Rev. Beth Simpson, Deacon 

 

During her work as interim rector, Rev. Valori suggested that we develop a 

way to respond to events in the lives of parishioners by providing food—

warm soup to help with recovery, a platter of cookies to celebrate a 

milestone, frozen meals for ongoing support, and a meal for a grieving 

family. A task force of nine people met for the first time in mid-June, and 

we quickly established that community and compassion were the values that 

would guide us. We adopted the name Feeding Our Flock. Calvary has 

always done an admirable job of feeding the larger community, but we were 

now organized to feed our own sheep!  We decided that we would stock the 

freezer with meals and desserts. Mary Ann Ghosal offered her expertise in 

creating a spreadsheet to keep up with our inventory. Teams of two for each 

month would be on call to deliver meals. We have provided meals to two 

families after deaths of loved ones, celebrated a major award with one family and a new baby with 

another, and taken warm and frozen meals to numerous households. Generous donations from 

parishioners fund the cost of packaging the meals, and if weather makes roads hazardous, we can order 

meal delivery from a restaurant. Feeding Our Flock is our newest ministry, but it is already strong. A 

big thank you to everyone who has contributed and delivered meals or made a financial contribution. 

Special thanks to all who alerted us of the need for a meal! 

 

 

Memorial Garden:   submitted by David Carr 

Members:  Laurie Saunders, Carole Riesenberg , David Rees, Jerry Lucchesi, and David Carr 

mailto:hej9000@yahoo.com
mailto:ekan@aol.com
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We enjoyed a busy and fruitful year with robust plantings, including prior year 

favorites and, new this year, we tried native Missouri plantings as well.  This 

year, our plants were purchased from “The Giving Garden”.  We were pleased 

that, in addition to its primary function as a burial place for our deceased parish 

family (there were nine burials in 2021), the Memorial Garden has become a 

place for personal contemplation and group conversation.  As a committee, we 

hope to generate a conversation about how we, as a congregation, should balance 

the sanctity of the Memorial Garden with other Church uses of this underutilized 

space. 

 

As in prior years, the Committee elected to keep plantings inside the burial space to a minimum.  We 

continued to improve the overall coverage of vinca and pachysandra while using the large pots for 

bursts of color throughout the Garden space.  The safety of the rear exit was greatly improved with 

paint and a new handrail.  There are plans to refurbish the furniture in the new year. 

The Judy and Father Jim Fallis fountain is seen as the centerpiece of the Garden and continues to be a 

source of soulful sound and beauty.  Our living memorial, to Judy and Fr. Jim, reminds us of how 

important they were (and are) to our parish family. 

 

We are planning our designs and looking forward to the spring, when our fountain, flower-filled pots, 

and grounds will bring vibrant color, soothing sounds of falling water, and conversation to our 

Memorial Garden.  We look forward to your suggestions and comments.   

 

 

Worship at The Bluffs Nursing Home:  Submitted by the Rev. Beth Simpson, Deacon 

 

Calvary has a long history of leading a worship service one Sunday each month at 

The Bluffs, a long-term care community with 132 residents. Because the pandemic 

made visits to nursing homes unsafe, we were unable to provide worship the months 

of January through May. Cases declined, and we joyfully returned in June! 

However, increasing cases among the staff caused us to pause the service again. We 

hope to return very soon to our regular schedule. The Calvary choir was able to 

carol in the halls on December 19!  

 

 

 

Worship 

 
Altar Guild: submitted by Mary Nesladek  

 

Altar Guild members undertake the care of the Altar and make sure the Altar is ready with the correct 

Liturgical colors and to carry out the wishes of the rector.  We are a group of 14 members, with the 

welcome addition of new member Mark Coggeshall.  Even though the Church was closed for several 

months, Altar Guild members were still setting up for services, and then resumed all duties on Sundays 

and Wednesdays, including baptisms and funerals as regular services were resumed.  We also held 

three cleanings during the year to make sure all the silver and brass shone brightly.  We would like to 

increase our membership, so please let us know if you are interested in joining this group at the central 

point of Christian worship. 

 

https://www.calvaryonninth.org/outreach.html
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Flower Ministry:  submitted by Lisa Schenker 

 

With Calvary church services meeting again in person in 2021, 

members of the Flower Ministry are back at work after 11:15 Sunday 

services, arranging Altar Flowers in vases and delivering them to 

parishioners designated as recipients by the Church Office. The 

symbolic gift of flowers expresses Calvary’s love and care for such 

reasons as get well wishes, birthday and anniversary greetings, and to 

say, “Your church family is thinking of you.”  Flowers are delivered 

each Sunday, except during Advent and Lent when the Church does 

not have Altar Flowers. We also deliver Easter lilies and Christmas poinsettias to a large number of our 

church family members. 

 

Currently the Flower Ministry is composed of fourteen individuals and families, totaling nineteen 

people who help to carry out this meaningful ministry. We’d love to have others join us; please contact 

Lisa Schenker for additional information. 

 

 

Calvary’s Music Programs:  submitted by Ed Hanson, Director of Music, Choirmaster 

 

2021 was a challenging year for all of us, without a doubt. What we do, and how we go about doing it, 

had to be examined multiple times. There have been many disappointments, but the successes have 

been worth celebrating! 

 

As many of you know, I’ve been Calvary’s Director of Music several 

times, with my first stint starting way back in 1985. In July 2020, I had 

stepped away from the position because we relocated to Atchison, 

Kansas. By the beginning of 2021, we had decided to move back to 

Columbia, and Calvary was once again searching for a music director. 

The church had not yet returned to in-person services, and so we worked 

out an arrangement for me to submit recorded hymns for the Rite II 

service. I recorded those in my home office in Atchison and submitted 

them electronically to be inserted into the services. Many of you enjoyed seeing my dog Dodger 

sleeping on the couch in the background every week! 

 

Tim and I returned to Columbia in late April, and the church reopened for live services in May. 

Because seating was limited to allow for social distancing, the choir reconvened for rehearsals but had 

just a few representatives in church each week to help support the hymns. We began the process of 

recording the anthems on Wednesdays, and that continues for now. Our choir representatives each 

week sing with the recording, which can be tricky. Our organist Jared Shulse stepped away to return to 

grad school in Iowa, and we welcomed Barb Berwin as our new organist this summer. 

 

The handbell choir reconvened in the fall, and they presented their annual Christmas concert on 

December 17. A nice crowd turned out, and we live streamed the concert for those who were unable to 

attend. 

 

https://www.calvaryonninth.org/in-church.html
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Our beloved Skinner organ continues to have restoration work. Currently, damaged pipes are being 

rebuilt, and the console’s wiring is due to be overhauled in August. I hope you’ll continue to support 

this work with contributions to the Organ Restoration Fund. 

 

Finally, the Canterbury Choir (youth choir) program is still suspended, but we hope to resurrect the 

group once other youth activities such as Sunday school start again. It’s been almost two years since 

we were able to have these talented young people meet, and I’m anxious to work with them again! 

 

It’s good to be back with you, Calvary! Thanks for yet another opportunity to serve you!  

 

 

 

Administrative 
 

Building & Grounds:  Submitted by Mike Reeves 

 

Building & Grounds resumed activities in 2021 after the Covid lockdown of 2020, when all church 

facilities were closed.   

 

A Fall 2021 Cleanup and Spruce Up day was held in October working in a variety of areas inside and 

outside the Church buildings.  We had a great turnout of 24 volunteers who spent a fine Saturday 

morning on workday tasks, followed by a community lunch in the Parish Hall, for the first time in a 

long period! 

 

Notable events of the year included:    

17 inches of rain from June 20 to July 15, which flooded the former Campus Ministry room in the 

Undercroft.  Flooring and walls were damaged and have been cleaned out, with repairs needed for the 

future to enable use of this room. 

 

Damage to 3 windows in the Sunday School rooms presented an opportunity to replace the windows 

with Lexan for improved break resistance.  Repairs are complete. 

 

The Sanctuary, Choir Room, Bell Choir Room and the EYF Room off the Parish Hall have been 

repainted for the first time in years and are remarkably refreshed. 

 

Bishop Deon engaged a construction expert in St. Louis to perform a detailed audit of ALL Diocese 

buildings.  The Calvary facility audit was done July 31 and we recently received the report.  Work on 

items noted in the report has begun and will continue as prioritized by the Junior Warden and Vestry.  

Our buildings, some of which are quite old (1898!), are generally speaking in good condition, but 

continuing maintenance is required with such old facilities and may include roof and gutter repairs in 

the next couple of years.  Furnaces, A/C units, boiler and cooling tower are good for now, and 

inspections and maintenance repairs are done as needed. 

 

A Spring Cleanup Day is anticipated for late March to early April and we hope to again have an 

opportunity to do Spring Cleaning indoor and outdoor again.  All Calvary members will be invited and 

welcome to help spruce up the Church buildings and grounds.  More information will follow about the 

schedule for a Spring Cleanup.  Please plan to join us! 

 

https://www.calvaryonninth.org/outreach.html
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Stewardship:  Submitted by Bob Worley  

 

While 2021 presented a challenging environment for churches 

nationwide because Covid limited in-person gathering (and thusly plate 

income). Because of the generous support of parishioners and friends 

along with the wise financial management of treasurer Ron Webb and 

his cohorts on the finance committee Calvary remains in a strong 

financial position. 

 

We ended our 2021 Pledge Drive in May with $386,070 in pledges with 121 individuals or families 

pledging. To date (as of January 10) we stand at $371,241.42 with 105 individuals or families pledging 

their support for Calvary and our ministries. We are currently ahead of the pace from last year’s 

campaign and are hopefully optimistic that we can reach $400,000 in pledges for 2022. Please note that 

$400,000 is not a lot of money to run a parish the size of Calvary. 

 

For those who don’t know, Calvary only counts pledged amounts as income for budget planning in the 

upcoming year. That’s why pledging is so important to parish life. Without our pledges, Calvary can’t 

achieve its ministry goals and dreams and can’t plan for growth. Now you know why we keep asking 

you to pledge your support to Calvary by making an annual pledge. 

 

So….I’ll ask (at least) one more time: If you haven’t yet pledged to Calvary for 2022, please do it 

today! You can pledge online using the form on the Stewardship page of the website or call the church 

office and ask for a pledge card to be sent to you. We need your help!  

 

 

Finance Committee:  Submitted by Ron Webb. 

 

The Finance Committee has met several times this past year, mostly by Zoom.  The group has been 

very active in overseeing the financial performance of Calvary Episcopal Church.  Members of the 

Finance Committee are Bob Ball, Connie Carpenter, David Carr, John Clark, Ray Dockweiler, Susan 

Foster, Gary Shillito, Bob Worley (Senior Warden), Rev. Ann Dieterle (Rector), and Ron Webb 

(Treasurer). In addition, a new sub-Committee was approved to coordinate Calvary’s Endowments and 

investments.  David Carr has graciously agreed to chair this new sub-committee.  Expect to hear more 

in 2022.  
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RECTOR SEARCH COMPLETED  

 
The Calvary Discernment Team is pleased to report that on August 31, 2021, the Team recommended 

Rev. Ann Dieterle be considered by Vestry for Calvary’s next rector. This successful recommendation 

concluded a process that started in mid-January 2021, after a lengthy delay due to the Pandemic.  The 

process included listening sessions, the creation of a parish profile, and publication of the position 

opening and a series of Zoom and in-person interviews of candidates.   

 

Discernment team members were Dennis Gagnon, (chair) John T. Bolton (chaplain), Daive Dunkley, 

Lynn Frey, Rose Hayden (chaplain), Tom Frankman (vestry representative), Linda Shillito (chaplain), 

and Annette Webb. 

 

After Vestry approval, Rev. Ann Dieterle became the Rector at Calvary Episcopal Church on 

November 8, 2021.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



25 

 

THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING CALVARY’S MISSION & MINISTRIES! 
 

A hearty thanks to all who have pledged their financial support for 2022.  Your generosity helps 

make ministry possible, and pledging enables us to budget and plan.  ~ Your Clergy, Staff, and 

Vestry 

 

John and Jane Abel Susan Foster Rune Mussett-Sharp  

David Allen and Barbara Rothschild Linnea Frey Mary Nesladek 

Carolyn & Gabe Amparan Kent and Ellis Froeschle Gary and Judy Owens 

Patrick & Helen Atkinson 
Louanna Furbee & Robert 

Benfer Steve Pallardy 

Robert and LeeAnn Ball Dennis and Gail Gagnon Deborah Pearsall 

Bill & Libby Banton Jeanne Galliher Blair Pickard 

Scott Barger Gail Garey Roger and Mary Pilkenton 

Robert Bartlett & Priscilla Bevins Mary Ann Ghosal Margaret Post 

Karen Battjes Wes and Leah Glenn Polly Reed 

Rose Marie Berry Laura Hagar David Rees 

Fred and Ann Binggeli  Ed Hanson Mike and Teresa Reeves 

Jessica Blakemore Susan Hart and Angie Roberds Mary J. Renneckar 

Stephen & Kristie Blower 

Rose Hayden and Meichele 

Foster Kirsten Richards 

John & Deb Bolton Dick and Kristen Hayes Bryan and Rebecca Roesslet 

Russell Breyfogle Richard Hazell Gretchen Rohrs 

David and Melissa Carr Axie Hindman Mrs. James S. Rollins (Glee) 

John Cassidy Howard and Gail Hinkel Andrew and Laurie Saunders 

Nancy Cassidy Margaret and Roland Hultsch Sharon Schattgen 

Maurice (Mo) & Marybeth Champion-

Garthe Tim Ireland David and Lisa Schenker 

Carolyn & Michael Chapman Tim and Jennifer James Janet Schisser 

John and Kay Clark Susan Kennard Gary and Linda Shillito 

Mark & Bettina Coggeshall John Kazee and Eddy Lyons Anthony Simones 

Margaret Conroy Marie Kerl Andy and Beth Simpson 

Rick and Cindy Cotner Donna Jo Ketchie Andrew and Kandis Smith 

Robert and Julia Curry Glenna Kilfoil John and Rachel Smith  

Susan Daniel William Kountz 

Clintin Stober and Sarah 

Davis 

Kris Detmer and Tom Frankman Donald Laird Larry and Barb Stock 

Molly and Al Devlin Carol Lane Janet Thompson 

Ann Dieterle Aimee and Heinrich Leonhard Diana Townsend 

Kathy Digges L.W. and Kathryn Lucas Ron and Annette Webb 

Lynne Dillingham Gerald Lucchesi Ludmilla Westling 

Ray and Ele Dockweiler Thomas and Judith McKenney Nancy and John Whiteside 

Daive and Irica Dunkley  Mary McKenzie Mary Wise 

Marilee Dunn Mark McQuitty Bob and Karen Worley 

Charlene Boyes & Jim English Adriana Mendez Nancy Yang 

Trudie Fasel Gloria Mitten  

Bonnie Foster Florence Mueller  
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Collect for the Parish: Almighty and everliving God, ruler of all things in heaven and earth, hear our 

prayers for this parish family. Strengthen the faithful, arouse the careless, and restore the penitent. 

Grant us all things necessary for our common life, and bring us all to be of one heart and mind within 

your holy Church; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  (BCP, 817) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


