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Calvary Episcopal Church

All Saints Day: November 1st
 
 
Dear Friends,
I sing a song of the saints of God, patient and brave and true!  You may recognize these words from hymn 293, a standard in my old church for All Saints’ Day.  We are fast approaching this important feast of the church, when we remember those who “toiled and fought and loved and died for the Lord they loved and knew.”
 
The feast of All Saints is set aside to remember all the saints of the church, even if they were not quite as famous as the likes of St. Paul, St. Peter, or any of the apostles, martyrs, prophets, and others whose lives are commemorated on “their” own day on the church calendar. 
  
The celebration on November 1st dates back to the 9th century. In many cultures, special food is associated with All Saints—cakes, rolls, special cookies.  The Celebration of Halloween on October 31st is not a coincidence!!  The reality of death is confronted in a peculiar way, with candy, costumes, and all manner of tricks and treats.
 
On Sunday, November 6th, Calvary will celebrate and remember all who have died in the past year—names known and unknown. If you desire to have someone included in the Roll Call of names, please provide those names to the parish office by completing the enclosed card and returning it to the church or online on the All Saints’ Day page of the Calvary website (calvaryonninth.org).  
In addition to our normal Sunday worship services, there are several additional opportunities to celebrate the trio of holy days that occur between Oct. 31 - Nov. 2.  Our Campus Ministry is planning an Evensong on Monday, October 31st at 6 pm.  All Soul’s Day will be observed at our regular Wednesday night healing service on November 2nd at 5:30 pm; and, the choir is planning a special All Saints’ Day evensong at 6 pm on Sunday, November 6th.  You are invited to any and all of these special celebrations.
 
Grace to you, and peace!
 
Faithfully,
Rev. Ann Dieterle 
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