
Calvary
Parish Profile
May 2021 



We invite you to discover who we are, how we have grown, our faith community’s future, and how your life will be 
enriched in Columbia, Missouri.

Since 1855, Calvary has been blessed with rectors called in timely response to spiritual, community, and facility needs. 
These rectors have enjoyed the challenges and quality of life found in a progressive college community, where 
intellectual curiosity runs deep, and sermons that keep people stimulated are the standard. We pray for a rector who is a 
strong homilist who makes the Gospel relevant to the daily lives of all, while engaging us in our collective faith journey.

While we have a great appreciation for traditional liturgy and music that embrace the Holy Eucharist as the core of our 
worship, we recognize the need to foster worship that connects with and serves a wider variety of people — at every life 
stage. We pray that our next rector will help us reflect and consider how we can grow and strengthen our worship 
traditions to facilitate growth and stability.

At Calvary, we take pride in being vibrant, warm, and welcoming. We are an intentional faith community, where 
inclusivity and intergenerational activity are embraced in Christian Formation gatherings such as multiple Bible studies 
and theological discussions. Purpose-based activity that builds fellowship and community is central to our culture. We 
pray for a priest who loves people, is approachable, and makes connections easily with all people from all backgrounds.

Outreach is a parish-wide commitment and focus. As successful as we have been with efforts such as the annual St. 
Nicholas Bazaar fundraiser for outreach, we know community needs exceed what we can do alone. We pray that our 
next rector will help us consider new approaches to outreach and will embrace stronger collaboration with other churches 
and the greater community.

We realize that long-term growth and stability require we overcome obstacles that face “traditional” churches. Beyond 
concern for ministries focused on parish youth and families, a parish task force is currently developing a plan to begin a 
campus ministry with area college students. We pray that our new rector will be blessed with a balance of pastoral and 
organizational leadership skills that nurture, inspire, develop, and empower the people of Calvary to do the work that 
must be done to fulfill God’s vision for our parish.

Calvary has a strong foundational base, with informed and active lay leaders and parishioners — from the Vestry down 
to the smallest groups that make things happen. As the Discernment Team listened to their hopes and visions for the 
future, a consistent theme emerged. Calvary desires a rector with fresh and vibrant energy, who will challenge us and 
walk with us, to increase our love for God, our fellow parishioners, and all of our neighbors.

We pray that God will bless your discernment effort and ours, as we listen for the Holy Spirit’s call for you and Calvary.

With love and peace,
The Calvary Episcopal Church Discernment Team

We are grateful that you have opened your heart to a new call 
and are considering shepherding us and becoming a part of our 
faith community.

We pray for a rector who is a joyful and passionate follower of 
Christ. A rector who will walk with us, as we live into the 
Christian lives that God desires for us. A rector who will help 
our faith community grow through worship and actions that 
strengthen our covenant with the Almighty, the Episcopal 
community, and all communities that we are connected to.

A Letter to Our Next Rector

The nave of Calvary Episcopal Church is bathed in light from 
stained glass windows



During the pandemic, the services quickly moved to an online format following the directives of our Bishop and have 
remained so. As good weather has allowed, the Rite Place service has been held in-person outdoors. The Rite I and Rite 
II services can be accessed on our parish YouTube channel at any time during and following the service.

Youth and adults participate in ministries that support our worship services, including choirs, acolytes, Eucharist ministers, 
lectors, worship leaders, ushers, greeters, Altar Guild, and Eucharistic visitors. In addition to the Sunday morning services, 
we offer online lay and clergy led Daily Offices.

Calvary Music Program

Calvary has three choirs: the Cambridge Adult Choir, the Canterbury Children’s Choir, and the Calvary Bell Choir. 
During the pandemic, these programs have either experienced a temporary suspension or have become virtual audio 
additions to our online services.

Worship & Music

Calvary’s  10:30 Rite II Service averages about  140 people on Sundays   

At Calvary, we worship in a safe, welcoming and 
validating church home. We hold three Sunday 
morning services: a spoken Rite I service at 8:00 
a.m., a Rite Place service with  conversational style 
and contemporary music at 9:15 a.m., and a Rite II 
service with hymns, at 11:15 a.m.

Prior to the pandemic a mid-week Eucharist was 
offered. It included prayers for healing and 
anointing.

Our Rite Place service includes contemporary music 
played on acoustic instruments.

Our choirs perform music from many musical periods 
and diverse musical styles. 

Calvary’s historic organ will be undergoing a 
refurbishment later this year. 

The Calvary Bell Choir rehearsing 

Musicians at The Rite Place service Canterbury Children’s Choir performing

https://www.youtube.com/c/CalvaryEpiscopalChurch/featured
https://www.calvaryonninth.org/in-church.html
https://www.calvaryonninth.org/
https://www.calvaryonninth.org/
https://www.calvaryonninth.org/about-our-worship.html


Calvary, in partnership with other downtown churches, provides support for the homeless. Members cook and serve at 
the Saturday Café, providing a warm meal, clothing, and toiletries; take shifts at Room at the Inn, a seasonal homeless 
shelter; and collect monthly donations for the Central Missouri Food Bank. We engage personally when serving brothers 
and sisters at monthly homeless dinners at Loaves and Fishes, and clothing distribution at The Wardrobe. Outside our 
front door is the Blessing Box, which contains food and personal care items. Many of these endeavors are decades-long 
traditions.

For I was hungry, and you gave me food, I was thirsty, 
and you gave me drink, I was a stranger and you 
welcomed me (Matthew 25:35)

Outreach strengthens Calvary’s faith community and figures 
prominently into its identity within the congregation, the 
diocese, and the surrounding community. As a downtown 
church, Calvary has connected with Columbia’s homeless 
community through leadership and service. Serving others has 
strengthened our faith.

Outreach
How we care for one another

Volunteers from Calvary prepare meals for the homeless

Our commitment to each other and community outreach is demonstrated by our annual 
St. Nicholas Advent Bazaar. Year-round planning, crafting, collecting, and baking 
culminate in a well-orchestrated and much-anticipated community event. 100% of the 
proceeds benefit local nonprofits. The excitement for this event is evident in the faces of 
those who line up before the doors open, to get a chance to purchase one of a kind 
handmade “church mice” and add to their collections.  

In the last 10 years, Calvary has contributed more than $100,000 to local organizations 
such as Services for Independent Living, MedZou, CASA, Habitat for Humanity, Foster 
Grandparent Project, Reality House, and City of Refuge. This outreach includes yearly 
sponsoring a row of crops at Columbia Cooperative Urban Agriculture (CCUA).

Our desire to answer Christ’s call to serve continues in our annual Giving Tree, with 
funds directed toward global concerns. Most recently the Giving Tree responded to 
needs in Puerto Rico following Hurricane Maria; medication and supplies for Syrian 
refugee children in Athens, Greece; and aid to incarcerated children at the U.S./Mexico 
border.

Calvary’s resident St. Nicholas

Throughout the week, Calvary’s building hosts numerous 
community activities, such as Mothers Against Violence, AA 
meetings, Boys Scouts and City Garden School. 

An annual game night raises funds for Habitat for Humanity. 

The spirit to serve and be for others has many expressions 
throughout Calvary. We are a congregation hungry to serve 
and highly responsive to the Spirit’s call.

The sale of handmade “church mice” raises thousands of 
dollars for outreach in the community

https://www.calvaryonninth.org/outreach.html
https://www.calvaryonninth.org/about-the-episcopal-church.html


Children

Immediately following the Rite Place service, 
elementary school children attend Sunday School using 
the SPARK HOUSE curriculum, which is liturgically 
based.  There are two classes: children in kindergarten 
through second grade, and children in third grade 
through fifth grade. 

Twenty children from grades three through six 
participated in a weekend Vacation Bible School that 
was open to the community. 

Calvary Episcopal Church never thought to call its 
educational programs “live and in person.” But they were 
indeed live and in person. With Covid restrictions, 
though we have adapted, they have remain varied and 
stimulating for adults and youth.

Growing & Learning
Christian Education at Calvary

The “Yee Haw: Celebrate God’s Love Program” provided 
music, games, stories, arts and crafts, and food 

Episcopal Youth Fellowship

EYF held weekly events ranging from barbecues to 
board games to bowling. EYF also participated in the 
larger life of the church, hosting a spaghetti dinner at 
Calvary, then donating half of the proceeds to a local 
charity. The youth also helped out at events like our 
Thanksgiving meal, the Bazaar breakfast, and 
Christmas Eve pageant in December.

Sunday School after the Rite Place service

Adult Education

Adult education engages parishioners with different interests. For example, Tuesday morning Bible study and 
Monday School provide formal settings, Theology on Tap offers an informal gathering with theological discussions 
over pizza and beverages, and Seekers read and discuss topics ranging from racism to white privilege to baseball.

EYF Game Night is a popular activity

Tuesday Bible Study draws 16 to 22 regular participants Theology on Tap’s  format works for 10 to 16 people

https://www.calvaryonninth.org/education.html


Regardless of the season, parishioners are blessed with a rich 
mix of fellowship, fun and spiritual enrichment

Parish Life:
Fellowship and Fun

The pandemic has significantly restricted our ability to gather together for fellowship, and yet our hearts and minds 
are yearning for the day when we will gather together for food, fellowship, and fun.

Our congregation is committed to welcoming, respecting, and 
including in our worship and parish life all persons regardless of 
age, ethnicity, race, sexuality, gender identity, and economic status. 
We believe our mutual life is enriched by the variety of 
heterosexual and same-sex couples and families, as well as people 
of many backgrounds and lived experiences.

Inclusion and Diversity
All are made in the image of God

The annual Welcome Back Picnic



Parish Life:
Fellowship and Fun (continued)

Visitors and parishioners alike frequently comment on 
the gatherings in our narthex between worship services 
on Sunday mornings. These “coffee hours” provide a 
rich opportunity for making connections, finding 
encouragement, and feeling loved.

Throughout the year, parish life is enhanced with a range 
of seasonal activities such as: the blessing of animals, 
Agape Dinners, Shrove Tuesday Pancakes, Welcome 
Back Picnic, Holiday Luncheons for Seniors, Calvary 
Winter Games Night and a series of “Calvary 
Connections” meals that allow fellowship and building 
relationships. 

Coffee Hour in the Narthex is a popular gathering spot from 8:30 
a.m.  to Noon on Sundays

Whether one is a participant or is hosting or serving, a range of parish activities 
contribute to an abundance of joy at Calvary 

https://www.calvaryonninth.org/for-guests.html


Online worship was immediately adopted, and 
Sunday services have been available throughout the 
pandemic. As weather permitted, a liturgy designed 
to meet the needs of families with children was made 
available and has been well attended. Special drive-
by opportunities for the imposition of ashes, the 
distribution of palms, and the sharing of communion 
were offered, with the Bishop participating in two 
events.

Out of concern for the health of our community, and 
following Diocesan guidelines, Calvary temporarily 
suspended in-church gatherings when the pandemic hit 
in March 2020. This had an impact on all aspects of 
parish life – from Sunday worship to informal forms of  
fellowship. 

Plans to safely reopen the church building for in-person 
worship and meetings have been submitted to the 
diocese.

Covid-19 Response
Parish Life during the pandemic

Parishioners enjoy fellowship with friends during a weekly 
virtual happy hour on Zoom during the pandemic

Bishop Johnson visits Calvary for a drive-by 
communion service during the pandemic

A year into the pandemic, Calvary is providing three online 
Sunday services to meet the needs of its faith community. During 
the week, Daily Offices are led by clergy and lay volunteers using 
technology in their homes.

Educational offerings – both clergy and laity led, have also 
adopted online formats for nearly every face-to-face experience 
that was offered pre-pandemic. 

Though yearning for in-person gatherings, parishioners have 
adopted virtual activity for a range of weekday experiences, such 
as: weekly Bible Study and discussion groups, coffee hours and 
fellowship opportunities, and church committee meetings and 
business.

The pandemic experience has helped Calvary learn more about 
itself and technology. As hope is on the horizon, we are looking 
forward to a “new normal” that is a hybrid of in-person activity 
and virtual activity. This will better serve those who were 
previously limited in their ability to fully participate and those 
living outside of Columbia, who now connect with Calvary.

Covid-friendly Sunday worship originated from homes of clergy 
and laity during the pandemic

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCiTEmGmDCMfAzR0qr4nMEkw
https://www.calvaryonninth.org/
https://www.calvaryonninth.org/education.html


The first parish church was built on Broadway Street, Columbia, in 1872. This building burned down in 1898. 
Undaunted, the parishioners ensured that the church rose again from these ashes. By June 1899, parishioners and friends 
of the church had raised enough funds to build a new church building at Ninth and Locust Streets in Columbia. The 
church still stands at this location and offers seating for 220 people to worship.

Where did it all begin for Calvary? Calvary started through 
the efforts of a few inspired friends. They began meeting for 
worship in homes, during the 1830s. 

A report, submitted by Bishop Kemper to the Episcopal 
Board of Missions in 1837, suggested that Calvary become a 
parish church. Until 1855, when Calvary was founded as a 
mission of the Diocese of Missouri, the congregation 
continued to worship in homes.

Parish History
Places and Spaces

Built in 1899, Calvary Episcopal Church

Easter season at Calvary

The church’s dark wood interior creates a warm, 
comforting worship space. The chancel includes an 
organ, a piano donated by parish members, and a 
seating area for the choir. Sunshine enters through 
stained glass windows restored and cleaned by 
hand during the last decade. A memorial garden, 
with a brick standing area surrounding a quiet 
fountain and seasonal plants, adjoins the east side 
of the sanctuary.

A parish hall was built in 1955 to commemorate 
the 100th anniversary of the parish, then renovated 
in 2003 as part of a major capital campaign. 

Calvary has existed for more than 185 years, and over this period, the church has grown in size and diversity. Calvary 
takes great pride in being a welcoming home for worshippers from both within and beyond the Episcopal Church. 

Rite II Service during Ordinary Time

The Memorial Garden provides a quiet space for prayerful reflection



Columbia is also home to growing corporations in the 
insurance, finance, legal, and service sectors. Jefferson 
City, the State capital, is an easy 25 minute commute. 

A progressive city, Columbia is home to many parks 
and recreational opportunities. 

While regional events are often held at Stephens Lake 
Park and Columbia Cosmopolitan Park, neighborhood 
parks with playgrounds, lakes, picnic areas, and trail 
connections dot the city. 

The Activity and Recreation Center (ARC), and 
Armory offer a wide variety of recreation, health, and 
wellness opportunities. 

Columbia, population 123,000, was founded in 1821, 
just 34 years before Calvary.  It is the fourth most 
populous city in the state.  It is a regional hub, with 
excellent health care systems and outstanding 
educational opportunities at highly rated public 
schools and four institutions of higher learning. 

The largest of these is the University of Missouri (Go, 
Tigers!), followed by Stephens College, Columbia 
College, and Moberly Area Community College.

Columbia, Mo.
Home to the Mizzou Tigers

Columbia has a wealth of  dining, shopping and entertainment 

A glimpse of downtown 
through the City Hall Key

Large hometown and 
touring orchestral, choral, 
and theatrical events. 

Festivals, such as the Roots 
and Blues Festival, Art in 
the Park, and the True/False 
Film Fest, are held yearly in 
Columbia.

Columbia residents have 
easy access to St. Louis and 
Kansas City – both just two 
hours away.  

The KATY Trail State Park, a 240-mile reclaimed railroad 
right of way crosses the state and is connected to Columbia 

Residents and students are drawn to Mizzou athletic events   

Many Columbia neighborhoods are adjacent to parks and 
have  easy access to a network of walking and bicycling trails  

Columbia is home to many arts and cultural events, 
and festivals. The North Village Arts District, with 
galleries and live theater venues, provides interesting 
destinations. 

The downtown Missouri Theatre Center for the Arts and 
Jesse Auditorium on the MU campus are venues for 

https://www.como.gov/parksandrec/
https://www.como.gov/parksandrec/park/stephens-lake-park/
https://www.como.gov/parksandrec/park/columbia-cosmopolitan-recreation-area/
https://www.como.gov/parksandrec/facilities/activity-recreation-center-arc/
https://www.como.gov/parksandrec/facilities/armory-sports-recreation-center/
https://www.como.gov/
https://www.cpsk12.org/
https://missouri.edu/
https://www.stephens.edu/
https://www.ccis.edu/
https://www.macc.edu/
https://rootsnbluesfestival.com/
https://www.como.gov/arts/columbia_art/art-in-the-park/
https://truefalse.org/
https://northvillageartsdistrict.org/
https://concertseries.missouri.edu/venue/missouri-theatre/
https://concertseries.missouri.edu/venue/jesse-auditorium


While many consider Calvary a stable parish and a bedrock in the local 
community, an honest assessment of Calvary’s stewardship reveals 
that Calvary faces many of the same issues that vex all traditional 
mainline churches, whose membership is aging. 

A core group of volunteers can be found taking the lead for many

Stewardship
Time, Talent, & Treasure

Calvary’s 2021 Stewardship theme reflects a parish 
commitment to ministries that serve the community

ministries. Often, these parishioners are retired or near retirement age.  

Calvary’s next rector and its Vestry will need to explore more effective ways to communicate the  importance of all 
aspects of stewardship.  

Financials 

Pledge contributions are used for the parish’s annual operating budget. As with many other churches, Calvary’s 2021 
pledge number and amounts received were significantly less than in previous years.

Calvary is debt free and carries cash on hand to cover operating expenses for six months.  Much like other churches and 
the Diocese of Missouri, because of Covid-19, Calvary applied for and received a Payroll Protection Program loan. The 
$97,500 loan allowed Calvary to keep all employees continuously employed. The loan has been converted to a 100% 
grant.

Calvary has an endowment that was valued at $786,001 at the close of  2020. 

https://www.calvaryonninth.org/stewardship.html


Columbia St. Louis

Located in the eastern half of the state of Missouri, the Diocese of 
Missouri is comprised of 42 congregations, 10,200 congregants, and more 
than 100 clergy. Approximately 74% (20) churches are within the St. 
Louis metro. 

Christ Church Cathedral is located in downtown St. Louis and is a two 
hour commute from Calvary.

Calvary has members who are active on various Diocesan Committees and 
with the help of new technology, participation has been much easier than 
in the past.  

The Diocese is part of Province V, which includes Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, 
Michigan, and Wisconsin.

The Diocese of Missouri

The logo represents our Christian faith and is 
based on the crosses used on the Episcopal 
Church shield. While the colors of the cross are 
symbolic of nature, the four different colors 
yield to the church’s respect of diversity.

The Rt. Rev. Deon Johnson
11th Bishop, Diocese of Missouri

Elected in November 2019 and consecrated 
on June 13, 2020

Bishop Johnson has been a strong leader during the pandemic, developing safe practice policies for the entire 
Diocese.

As one who embraces technology, Bishop Johnson has noted that going forward, technology will play a major role in 
how the Diocese will stay connected. This was exemplified with the 2020 Diocesan Convention being a 100% 
virtual event.  

By using virtual technologies, the entire Diocese was able to “attend” the Convention. Plans are being developed to 
hold the 2021 Convention as a simultaneous in-person and virtual event..

https://www.diocesemo.org/
https://www.christchurchcathedral.us/
https://www.calvaryonninth.org/
https://www.diocesemo.org/bishop-and-staff/
https://www.diocesemo.org/2020-convention/
https://www.diocesemo.org/diocesan-convention/


• Calvary Episcopal Church
https://www.calvaryonninth.org/

• Episcopal Diocese of Missouri
https://www.diocesemo.org/

• City of Columbia, Missouri
https://www.como.gov/

• Columbia Public Schools
https://www.cpsk12.org/

• University of Missouri
https://missouri.edu/

• Columbia, Missouri  Chamber of Commerce
https://columbiamochamber.com/

• Columbia, Missouri Convention and Visitors Bureau
https://www.visitcolumbiamo.com/

• State of Missouri
https://www.mo.gov/

• Visit Missouri
https://www.visitmo.com/

How to Discern with us
Send OTM and cover letter to:

The Rev. Canon Doris Westfall
Canon to the Ordinary
dwestfall@diocesemo.org

Useful Links to Learn More
To assist your discernment process, below you will find links to information about Calvary 
Episcopal Church and the Columbia community. 

https://www.calvaryonninth.org/
https://www.diocesemo.org/
https://www.como.gov/
https://www.cpsk12.org/
https://missouri.edu/
https://columbiamochamber.com/
https://www.visitcolumbiamo.com/
https://www.mo.gov/
https://www.visitmo.com/
mailto:dwestfall@diocesemo.org

