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All Saints Day: November 1st 

 
 

Dear Friends, 

 

We are approaching one of the most important feast days in the church calendar—All Saints 

Day. 

 

Throughout the year, on particular days, we remember individual people who have been 

recognized by the church as Saints. Apostles, martyrs, prophets, kings, queens, priests, and 

others who served the human family in extraordinary ways are celebrated on “their” special day. 

The feast of All Saints is set aside to remember all those who have died in the faith, but were not 

quite as famous! 

 

The author of the biblical Book of Ecclesiastus helps us with this idea in the reading most often 

associated with All Saints. It begins with, “Let us now praise famous men…” and describes 

those who have left a name for themselves by extraordinary accomplishments: composers, 

generals, etc. Then he goes on to describe those whose names have been forgotten—telling us 

that their righteous deeds have not been forgotten by God. This is the heart of All Saints, a day to 

remember all who have died. We thank God for them and we thank God that they have not been 

forgotten. 

 

The celebration on November 1st dates back to the 9th century. In many cultures, special food is 

associated with All Saints—cakes, rolls, special cookies. We don’t have any of those, but you 

should not think that Halloween on October 31st is a coincidence!! It is our own odd way to 

confront the reality of death, candy and all. 

 

On Sunday, November 7th, Calvary will celebrate and remember all who have died in the past 

year—names known and unknown. If you desire to have someone included in the Roll Call of 

names, please provide those names to the parish office by completing the enclosed card and 

returning it to the church or online on the All Saints’ Day page of the Calvary website 

(calvaryonninth.org).   

 

Grace to you, and peace! 

 

Faithfully, 

Rev. Susan Kennard 

 


