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SHARING IN GOD’S DREAM

Parish Summit # 3
January 10, 2021

Deep within humans dwell these slumbering powers,
powers that would astonish them,
that they never dreamed of possessing;
forces that would revolutionize their lives
if aroused and put into action.
~Orison Marden

DIVINELY EMPOWERED

TO SERVE
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Calvary’s “slumbering powers”
INCLUSION - 5

MISSION - 6

WORSHIP - 3

COMMUNITY - 6

FORMATION

Compassion – 3
Diversity - 1
Joy - 1
Love - 1
Humor - 1
Discovery – 1

Outreach - 3
Hospitality - 2
Generosity – 1
Purpose – 1
Service – 1
Benevolence - 1

Spirituality - 3
Tradition - 2
Prayer - 1
Liturgy -1
Devotion - 1
Corporate – 1

Fellowship - 3
Group decision – 1

Education - 1
Gratitude - 1
Faith – 2
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WHO WE ARE

WHAT WE VALUE

What is God’s purpose for Calvary?

SHARING GOD’S DREAM…

WE BELIEVE…
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LAY & ORDAINED MINISTRY: IN SYMBIOTIC BALANCE
LAY: The ministry of lay persons is:
 to represent Christ and his Church
 to bear witness to him wherever they may be; and, according to the gifts given them
 to carry on Christ's work of reconciliation in the world
 to take their place in the life, worship, and governance of the Church (BCP, 855)
VESTRY: (elected leadership)
 participates in casting a vision
 embodies that vision
 establishes policies that will enable that vision to be realized
 shares with the clergy in discerning and meeting the spiritual and material needs of the
congregation and local context

LAY & ORDAINED MINISTRY: IN SYMBIOTIC BALANCE
PRIEST: The priest vows to:

 call the community to conform to the doctrine, discipline, and worship of The Episcopal Church. (BCP, 526)
 proclaim by word and deed the Gospel of Jesus Christ,
 love and serve the people among whom they work, caring alike for young and old, strong and weak, rich and
poor
 preach
 declare God's forgiveness to penitent sinners
 pronounce God's blessing
 share in the administration of the sacraments and sacramental rites of the church (BCP, 531)

DEACON: The deacon vows to:

 study the Holy Scriptures, to seek nourishment from them
 make Christ and his redemptive love known, by word and example, to those among whom they live, work, and
worship
 interpret to the Church the needs, concerns, and hopes of the world
 assist the bishop and priests in public worship and in the ministration of God's Word and Sacraments.
 at all times, their life and teaching are to show Christ's people that in serving the helpless they are serving Christ
himself (BCP, 543)
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CHURCH AS A COMMUNITY OF DISCIPLES
is characterized by consensus
maintains focus on the bigger picture
has a teachable spirit, reflecting upon experiences (past and present)
mistakes are OK - even valued as learning experience
seeks the Via Media, recognizing there may be several solutions to any problem
exhibits a passion for mission and ministry

It’s about relationship

“Shared vision emerges from the
individual hearts and souls of people who have
lived life and suffered
and yet dare to risk struggling with the Holy Spirit
to imagine the astounding tomorrow
to which God is calling the congregation.”
Adapted from Congregations as Learning Communities, Tools for Shaping your Future by Dennis G. Campbell, (Alban Institute, 2000).
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WHAT WE FOCUS ON BECOMES OUR REALITY
A SMALL GROUP EXERCISE

If you could be where you want to be in five (5) years,
what – specifically – would be going on in:
WORSHIP

MISSION & OUTREACH

PASTORAL CARE

CHRISTIAN FORMATION

What are the institutional structures we need to build or let go of
in order to live into our “astounding tomorrow”?

St. Brendan (Irish Contemplative)
Lord, I will trust You.
Help me to journey beyond the familiar
and into the unknown.
Give me the faith to leave old ways
and break fresh ground with You.
Christ of the mysteries, I trust You
to be stronger than each storm within me.
I will trust in the darkness and know
that my times, even now, are in Your hand.
Tune my spirit to the music of heaven,
and somehow, make my obedience count for You.

CLOSING PRAYER

Amen.
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